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Suit: Cops planted qun on slain teen

Victim's family challenges Minneapolis police over 2006 fatal shooting

By David Hanners
dhovners(@Epionmer prs. com

The handgun found neer o leenages
shint and Ekilled by a Minneaipolis police
officer in 2008 could not hove beon car
ried by the teen, new oourt documents
allege: Tt had Lust Been in possession of
potice bafore it was found next to the
body of Fong Lee

Thiz eonert fillng= kvl Med by

Lees family agninst Minneapolls
pollce amd the officer who fred the
fatal shots, along with a review of
police reports, witness stalements and
other doruments, ralse the possibility
thit Fong Loe was unormed when an
offleer shol him eight tmes — and Gt
the pistol that officers sakl they foumd
near his body was placed there afler
the shooting.
The gun in question had been recos

ered earfler after o burglary and
turned over to polloe, who kept it as
evidence and had never returned it to
2 tnwnier:

Moreover, Minneapolis pollce “may
e tried to deliberately alier history
by writing new reports indicating Uhe
gun recovensd near Fong's body was
not the same gun®™ thal had been

IPOLIE SUED, 54 »
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Diane Hovey shares a moment with daughter Sania, 21, at home in Maplewood. At 14 months
ald, Sonia sutfered brain damage when a swallowed popcorn hermel stopped her breathing,

By Megan Baldt

mboliftBwioneerpness, com

DMana Hovey wanted her daughters peers to get to know her,
Chilctren would apgroach Sondi af hall games, peering al the

Hittle girl wadching from the sidelines in 3 wheelchalr, They
wanted to know why she needad 1L Thetr parenis also would
listen for the answer, hoping no one
wirtkd notice Ur curiosity:

Hovey dedided fo write 4 fairy talke
based on Sonia, who suffered severe
bratn  damage when she  was
14 monthe old. Fror veara Hoeey

A mom's fairy tale
introduced her
young daughter’s
disabilities to her

classmates.

twincities.com

St. Paul
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wants

gang banned at
Cinco de Mayo

The city names 10 alleged Sureno 13
members as undesirables at May fest

By Dave Drrick
dorricki@plonesrpress.com

To hear St Paul tell it Jorgs
Veargzs, 20, is such a dangerous
ganghanger he can hardly be
permitted to go anywhene near
Minneaota’s largest Lakino fes-
vl

To hear Vargas tell it, he was
# trouhlemaker back n high
schopl. Bul now, at age 20, he
has el the gang ife and kept
on the siraight and narvow for
by years. He has moved to the
suburbs o stay out, of trouble
and raise his daughter while
working bowsrd a  college
degree

Analysis

Welcome to  the murky
witers S Paidl entered Mon-
diy b an ptbeopt, the et of
1ta Eindd in Minnesoba, o orack
down on alleged gang leaders
hy néarty hannming them from
attending the Clneo e Mayo
Fiesta on May 1-2

Vargns is one of 10 "most
getive and influentlal™ alleged
mimbérs of the Sureno 13
gang, secording to court filings
that commumity and  law
enforcement beaders applaud
48 putting. public safly Orst
but civil liberfies advocates
eritickos as being too hroad

CANC BARRED, 44 »

Obama takes the
wheel, but this
road has no map

President enters uncharted territory
in hopes of reviving GM, Chrysler

By David E. Sanger
New York Times

As mn assertion of govern
mant oontral over & huge
swuth of the industrial land
scape, President  Borack
Obamas declglon to reshape
the awtomohile indusiry has
few precedends.

In essentially taking com-
mand of General Motors and
telling Chryslor to merge with
i forelgn competitor or cease
o exts, Obama wos sgying
ooonomds conditions are suffl
dently dire to justily a new
level of governmment tmeodve

Last chance: Obama puts
the alling carmakers on o
short leash. Page 44

mimnt in the monsgement of
Corporaie Amerien. His mes-
sage amounted to an mvension
of the relationship (hat hefped
define the rise of American
maniifacturing mighl in the
20h century; now, Ohama
senmiod Lo be saying that what
18 pood for America will have
o be good enowgh for Genersl
Motors,

AUTD BARLDUT, 44 »

Last of the sandbags

filled, Fargo is ready

for a second crest
Though Red River down considerably,
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Diane Hovey shares a moment with daughter Sonia, 21, at home in Maplewaod. At 14 months
old, Sonia suffered brain damage when a swallowed popcorn kernel stopped her breathing.

By Megan Boldt
mboldt@ploneerpress.com

Diane Hovey wanted her daughter's peers to get to know her,

Children would approach Sonia at ball games, peering at the
little girl watching from the sidelines in a wheelchair. They
wanted to know why she needed it. Their parents also would
listen for the answer, hoping no one
would notice their curiosity,

Howvey decided to write a fairy tale
based on Sonia, who suffered severe
brain damage when she was
14 months old For vears, Hovey
used the story as a learning tool,
reading it to Sonia’s classmates at
the beginning of each school year:

“This is a way for people to look at
her and her gifts rather than her
disability,” Hovey said.

Now, after 15 years of sharing the
story with teachers, doctors and other families, the Maple-
wood resident has turned the fale into a children’s book,
“Princess Sophia's Gifts.” The North St. Paul-Maplewood-Oak-
dale school district’s community education department is

SONIA'S STORY, 44 »

A mom'’s fairy tale
introduced her
young daughter’s
disabilities to her
classmates.

Now, the story is
offering a wider
audience the gift

of understanding.

View the Photos of the Peeps Diorama Contest |s here. New
Weel in the Media Café. year: a video category] View the enti
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Diane Hovey holds daughter Sonia's hand. Sonla's experiences Inspired her mother to write “Princess Sophia's Gifts." “Yau
can say things through stories that you sometimes can't discuss," Diane Hovey said.

CONTINUED FROM 14
> Sonia’s
story

hosting a reading and book
discusgion tomight in (Oak-
dale.

Hovey said the tale grew out
of her own need to tell Sonia’s
story in a way that could build
understanding,

When Sonia was just 14
months old; a popeorn kernel
lodged in her lung, unbe-
knownst to her parents
When she was lving down at
night, it moved with her
hreathing, causing swelling
and ultimately blockage.

One night, Sonia woke up
with a strange cough and
stopped hreathing She had no
vital signs when paramedics
arrived. It took 26 minutes to
revive her

Doctors didn’t know the
extent of the damage then but
knew it would be significant
and apparent within a year
Sonia, now 21, cannot talk and
uses a [feeding tube and
wheelchair,

Hovey, a marriage and fami-
ly therapist, said she has
found writing can be a power-
ful tool. She also is a licensed
poetry therapist and uses
writing often  with ~her
patients.

“You can say things through
stories that you sometimes
can't discuss,” she said.
“There is incredible power in
healing in writing a story”

Hovey's fairy tale ls about
Princess Sophia, the third
child of King Caradoc and
Queen Raena On her thind
hirthday, she choked on a
seed

When Sophia awoke weeks
Inter, the little princess who
onee charmed her kingdom

COURTESY TO THE PICNEER PRESS: TIANE ROVEY
Sonia Hovey celebrates her first hirthday about two months
before suffering severe brain damage.

coulil no longer walk or talk.
She had stopped breathing for
too long.

She went to an exquisite gar-
dem while she was asleep and
came back with gifts given to
her by three women — beauty,
spirit, patience and
endurance.

Her family searched high
and low for a cure, but they
didn't And one, After their
journey, they realized how
much they had grown and
healed, retuming with wis-
dom instearl

“It's a universal story, not
just about disabilities,” Hovey
saird. “1 think everyone always
asks why when something
tragic happens. They're on
this jomrney about how to
make sense of how thig event
can happen.”

Sonia was the first special

education student main-
sireamed into Sandy Wine-
garden's third-grade class-
room at Wehster Elemen-
tary in North S Paul, and
Winegarden was a bit nerv-
ous,

But that quickly changed
Hovey came in to talk to Wine-
garden’s class and read the
story. The children were
aceepting of whal Sonia could
do and wanted Lo make sure
she was a part of everything
they did in class, Winegarden
said.

“It was probably one of the
most enriching experiences of
my career,” she satd “What
the students and | all learned
from her, it was absolutely

AMAZIng.

*They saw the real person in
Somii They loved her for who
she is and jooked beyond her

IF YOU GO

What: "Princess Sophia's
Gifts,” a book reading and
discussion

When: 7 ta 8:30 p.m.
today

Where: Oakdale Discovery
Center, 4444 Hadley Ave.
M. in Dakdale

Cost: $10 per family
includes music, reading
and refreshments

For infarmation: Call
North St. Paul-
Maplewood-Oakdale
schoaol district’s
community education
department at B51-748-
J445 or visit community
education.webaloo.com
and look for Volume |l of
the Learning for All
Catalog, Page 3.

disability. They were so good
at it that 1 leamed how fo
interact with Sonja.”

The brain damage may have
changed Sonda physically and
mentally, but it didn't change
her spirit or personality,
Hovey said. She is still a social
hult;erl'b'. Her favorite word is

'go.

"Her laugh is contagious™
Hovey sald. “You can’t help
but laugh yourself.”

Sonia doesn't like It when
people discuss her disability,
but she loves her stary. She
will be at the book reading to
hand out signed copies of her
book as well as necklaces and
bookmarks.

“It makes it accepiable for
her to talk about her disabili-
ty" Hovey said of the book.

Megan Boldt con be reached at
65]-228-54495,
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